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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: "lower surface 126" on page 4, line 30. A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The phrase "in a mating feature" was not described in any section of the 
specification. The Examiner is unclear as to the meaning of this phrase. Does it possibly 
mean that the edge registration surface and the registration element must go "hand in 
hand?" Please provide a detailed explanation as to the meaning of this phrase. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 


5. Claims 1-2, 4-9, and 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hokamura (US Patent No. 5,328,166). 

Regarding claim 1, Hokamura discloses a printer comprising: a media tray 
(recording paper cassette 40) with a media support surface (recording paper supporting 
plate 44) and a media edge registration surface (side-edge regulating plates 42 read on 
media edge registration surface; col. 4, lines 14-66), a removable media holder 
(recording paper cassette, which includes the container portion 41 , is detachably 
engaged) having a lower portion (recording papers form the bottom) contacting 
(supporting in the context of this reference reads on contacting) the media support 
surface (44; col. 2, lines 65-68 and col. 4, lines 14-66); and the holder (41) defining (col. 
5, lines 10-18 portion reads on defining recording papers by adjusting the paper widths) 
a media receptacle (recording papers) above the lower portion (the bottom; col. 4, lines 
14-col. 5, lines 1-18), and having a lateral opening (margin of the width reads on lateral 
opening facing) facing the registration surface (42; col. 4, lines 63-66). 

Regarding claim 2, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 1 wherein the media 
tray (cassette) is sized (size) to receive conventional letter sized media (different size 
recording papers) and the holder (41 ) is sized to receive smaller media (different size 
recording papers; col. 7, lines 24-33). 

Regarding claim 4, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 1 wherein the media 
tray (40) includes a first registration element (42) defining a surface parallel (parallel) to 


States. 
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the media edge registration surface (42), and wherein the holder (41) includes a second 
registration element (recording paper supporting element 44) contacting (sandwiched in 
the context of this reference reads on contacting) the first registration element (42; col. 
4, lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 5, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 4 wherein the holder 
includes a lateral portion extending toward the edge registration surface and spaced 
apart therefrom when the first and second registration elements are in contact (col. 4, 
lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 6, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 4 wherein the first 
and second registration elements define an elongated line of contact, such that the 
holder is constrained against skewed misalignment (col. 4, lines 63-col. 5, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claim 7, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 1 wherein the holder 
(41 ) includes an edge registration element (42) at least in part defining (regulating side 
edges of papers reads on at least in part defining) the media receptacle (recording 
papers), and opposite the edge registration surface (rear-edge regulating plate 44) of 
the tray (40), such that media (paper) is laterally constrained (regulating rear edges of 
the paper reads on laterally constrained) by the holder edge registration element (44) 
and the tray edge registration surface (42; col. 4, lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 8, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 7 wherein the edge 
registration element (42) is movable (slidable) relative to the holder (41 ; col. 4, lines I4- 
86). 
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Regarding claim 9, Hokamura discloses the printer of claim 7 wherein the edge 
registration element (42) is biased toward the tray edge registration surface (both sides 
of the container portion 41 reads on biased toward the tray edge registration surface; 
col. 4, lines 28-30). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Hokamura discloses a media holder for a printer having a 
media tray with a media support surface and a media edge registration surface, the 
holder comprising: a body recording paper cassette 40) having a lower portion 
(recording papers from the bottom) contacting (supporting) the media support surface 
(recording paper supporting plate 44; col. 2, lines 65-68 & col. 4, lines14-66); and the 
holder (containing portion 41) defining (col. 5, lines 10-18 portion reads on defining 
recording papers by adjusting the paper widths) a media receptacle (recording papers) 
above the lower portion (the bottom; col. 4, lines 14-col. 5, lines 1-18), and having a 
lateral opening (margin of the width reads on lateral opening facing) facing the 
registration surface (media edge regulating plates 42; col. 4, lines 63-66). 

Regarding claim 12, Hokamura discloses the media holder of claim 1 1 wherein 
the media holder has a profile smaller than that of a conventional letter sized media, 
such that the holder may be received in the media tray (col. 7, lines 24-33). 

Regarding claim 13, Hokamura discloses the media holder of claim 1 1 wherein 
the holder includes an elongated registration element extending in a line parallel to the 
registration surface of the tray (col. 4, lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 14, Hokamura discloses the media holder of claim 13 wherein 
the holder includes a lateral portion extending toward the edge registration surface and 
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spaced apart there from when the registration element is received in a mating feature 
on the printer (col. 4, lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 15, Hokamura discloses the media holder (41) of claim 1 1 
wherein the holder (41) includes an edge registration element (42) at least in part 
defining (regulating side edges of papers reads on at least in part defining) the media 
receptacle (recording papers), and opposite the edge registration surface (rear-edge 
regulating plate 44 reads on opposite edge registration surface) of the tray (40), such 
that media (papers) is laterally constrained (regulating rear edges of the paper reads on 
laterally constrained) by the holder edge registration element (44) and the tray edge 
registration surface (42; col. 4, lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 16, Hokamura discloses the media holder of claim 15 wherein 
the edge registration element (42) is movable (slidable) relative to the holder (41 ; col. 4, 
lines 14-66). 

Regarding claim 17, Hokamura discloses the media holder of claim 15 wherein 
the edge registration element (42) is biased toward the tray edge registration surface 
(both sides of the container portion 41 reads on biased toward the tray edge registration 
surface; col. 4, lines 28-30). 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hokamura (US Patent No. 5,328,166) in view of Mayer et al. (US Patent No. 5, 746, 

528). 

Regarding claim 3, Hokamura does not disclose the printer of claim 1 wherein 
the media tray has a first portion contained in a printer body, and a second portion 
extending from the printer body, wherein the media receptacle is largely received in the 
first portion, wherein the holder has a handle extending from the receptacle and 
occupying the second portion of the tray. 

However, Mayer discloses the printer of claim 1 wherein the media tray has a 
first portion contained in a printer body, and a second portion extending from the printer 
body, wherein the media receptacle is largely received in the first portion, wherein the 
holder has a handle extending from the receptacle and occupying the second portion of 
the tray (col. 5, lines 33-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made would combine the teachings of Hokamura and Mayer 
due to both references disclosing a paper tray for a copier/printer to provide an output 
tray which automatically provides a support surface for an input tray when the user is 
loading print media. 


# 


Application/Control Number: 09/598,557 


Page 8 


Art Unit: 2626 

8. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hokamura (US Patent No. 5,328,166) in view of Trask et al. (US Patent No. 5, 116, 
034). 

Regarding claim 10, Hokamura does not disclose the printer of claim 1 including 
a manually operable clamp for securing media in the media receptacle. 

However, Trask discloses the printer of claim 1 including a manually operable 
clamp for securing media in the media receptacle (col. 2, lines 56-col. 3, lines 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made would combine the teachings of Hokamura and Trask 
due to both references disclosing a paper tray for a copier/printer to provide an 
improved envelope/sheet feed mechanism particularly adapted for inclusion in a non- 
impact printer. 

9. Claims 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Watanabe (US Patent No. 5,287,164) in view of Mayer et al. (US Patent No. 
5,746,528). 

Regarding claim 18, Watanabe discloses a method of printing comprising: 
providing a printer (although reference discloses an electronic copying machine, it is 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the reference to include a printing 
apparatus) having a media tray (paper feed cassette) sized (cassette case 51 ... has a 
size to store... A3-sized paper) to receive a first size (maximum size) of media (paper; 
col. 4, lines 1-31); and positioning (lifted reads on positioning) in the tray (cassette case) 
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a media holder (first and second stacking plates) containing (stored) small media 
(different sized paper) of a second smaller size (different sized paper; col. 4, lines 1-31). 

Although Watanabe does not disclose removing the media from the tray, Mayer 
discloses if there is media in the tray, removing (it is obvious in this reference that a 
user can remove the paper from the stacking plates) the media (paper) from the tray 
(paper tray; col. 3, lines 51-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made would combine the teachings of Watanabe and Mayer 
due to both references disclosing a paper tray in a printing apparatus to provide an 
output tray which automatically provides a support surface for an input tray when the 
user is loading print media. 

Regarding claim 20, Watanabe discloses the method of claim 18 wherein 
positioning (lifted) the media holder (53 and 54) includes positioning (lifted) the entire 
media holder (53 and 54) and the small media (different sized paper) in the media tray 
(cassette case; col. 4, lines 1-31). 

10. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watanabe (US Patent No. 5,287,164) in view of Mayer et al. (US Patent No. 5,746,528) 
further in view of Hokamura (US Patent No. 5,328,166). 

Regarding claim 19, Watanabe and Mayer do not disclose the media tray 
includes a edge registration surface, and wherein the step of positioning a media holder 
includes positioning the small media abutting the registration surface. 
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However, Hokamura discloses the method of claim 18 wherein the media tray 
(recording paper cassette 40) includes a edge registration surface (side-edge regulating 
plates 42), and wherein the step of positioning (slidable) a media holder (containing 
portion 41) includes positioning (regulating) the small media (accommodated recording 
papers) abutting the registration surface (regulating side edges reads on abutting the 
registration surface; col. 4, lines 14-66). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made would combine the teachings of Watanabe, Mayer, 
and Hokamura due to all references disclosing a paper tray for a printer/copier 
apparatus to provide a recording paper cassette which can switch or adjust a recording 
paper size to be accommodated therein so as to realize a recording paper cassette 
compatible with a plurality of different paper sizes. 


1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gysling (US Patent No. 5,188,351) discloses a multi-size paper cassette having 
a sheet size indicator. 

Hourtash (US Patent No. 5,901,952) discloses a paper size adjusting apparatus 
for a paper supply tray. 

Zoltner (US Patent No. 5,863,038) discloses a paper feed tray with articulating 
fingers to accommodate small sized papers. 


Conclusion 


* 


* 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashanti Ghee whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
3443. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs and alt. Ffi. (7-4PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 


Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


872-9306. 



Ashanti Ghee 
Examiner 


AG 

March 8, 2004 
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